
At Ysgol Craig y Don we aim to enrich the curriculum through authentic and relevant learning opportunities 
with the following things at the heart of our school. 

 Trauma Informed Schools – We are working towards being a trauma and mental health informed school. 
We will support trauma and mental health-informed interventions in school., 
to enable every child to meet their full learning potential.

 Health & Well-being – We regularly use the outdoors to promote well-being activities. We also use the 
Connect well-being programme and promote the development of a Growth 
Mindset and positivity.

 Classroom Cultures – This includes consistent and calm behaviour, sustainable routines, first 
attention to best conduct, Scripted Interventions and Restorative Approaches.  

 Inclusiveness – We are working towards the ALN reform and developing Universal Provision as 
an inclusive school for all learners.

Phase 2 – Our Learner offer 
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Phase 3: Breadth and Balance

AoLEs and Statements of What Matters

At Craig y Don we have created Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE) Teams of 
Teachers and Teaching Assistants who are collaborating to unpack the 27 Statements of 
What Matters to make links across all Areas of Learning and Experience as appropriate. 
We give learners opportunities to apply their learning in a range of contexts to develop their 
understanding and application of key skills and the 4 core purposes, across all areas of the 
AoLEs.



Phase 4: Pedagogy

Planning the delivery of our curriculum

At Craig y Don we provide children with essential skills 
in languages and maths skills during the morning 
sessions, in age and stage related classes and groups. 

For the remainder of the day the children experience an 
Inquiry based model of learning. Inquiry based learning 
is a process of learning that engages learners by creating 
real-world connections through high level questioning 
and exploration. The inquiry based learning approach 
encourages learners to engage in experiential learning 
and problem-based learning based on a statement or a 
question as a starting point. We provide opportunity for 
an integrated learning approach in the afternoons.

Developing Pupil Voice
We are developing the ability of the learners to play a 
central part in the planning of the topics and activities.

When planning, we pay attention to and 
give opportunities to learn through a 
range of pedagogies.



Phase 4: Pedagogy 

Inclusiveness
ALN
As a school we are passionate about meeting the needs of all 
learners through our provision. We are developing our universal 
provision to include; whole class teaching, effective 
differentiation, collaborative work, individual and small group 
interventions.

Health and Wellbeing
Developing a ‘Growth Mindset’ and is an important element of 
our curriculum to aid with developing mental wellness, resilience 
and confidence. We promote a positive approach to behaviour 
management through the use of ‘Classroom Cultures’ and use a 
number of successful interventions such as ELSA, Seasons for 
Growth, and KiVA for children’s wellbeing. We also use the 
Boxall profile and PASS to better understand our learners and 
support their wellbeing and development.

Craig y Don will continue to develop strong links 
and relationships with our families and our 
community.



Phase 5: Progression and Assessment 

Steps of Progression

We have Leaders of Learning appointed to 
each phase of learning. They are responsible 
for supporting curriculum design within 
each phase as well as ensuring continuity 
and progression within the phases, and 
across the whole school.

Progression step 1 – Nursery and Reception

Progression Step 1 to 2 – Years 1, 2 and 3

Progression Step 2 to 3 – Years 4, 5 and 6.



Phase 5: Progression and Assessment 

Assessment

Assessment at Craig y Don is used to ensure each individual learner is supported and challenged 
accordingly. We use a range of assessment tools and strategies to get to develop an understanding of 
each learner  to inform next steps in learning and teaching. 

We are further developing Assessment for Learning Strategies to help learners become more 
independent and understand their own learning. This enables them to understand how they best learn 
and giving them next steps to improve their learning.

We also assess and monitor each learner’s well-being (PASS) and cognitive development (CAT4) as well as 
use Boxall profiles.  These assessments are used to formulate an accurate snapshot which provide 
attainment, progress and well-being targets.

We are also developing the use of Seesaw as an assessment and monitoring tool which is shared with 
parents and families to see their child’s progress.



Thank you to all who 
contributed to this document 
including teachers, parents, 

carers, children, and governors.

Diolch yn fawr!

It will be reviewed regularly, as 
and when is required.


